
Background 
Mike Atkins & Sons Logging in Selma, NC cuts an average of 50 to 100 acre tracks of timber 
and also provides mechanical work. Jeffrey Atkins needed a crane that would enable him to 
cut tracks of timber and service heavy logging equipment. 

Solution 
Based on previous positive experiences with Venturo cranes, Atkins worked with Knapheide Truck 
Equipment in Garner, NC to purchase and mount a Venturo ET12KX. It’s a 12,000 ft.-lbs. crane 
with 3,500 lb. lifting capacity that features an electric winch, elevation, rotation and extension. The 
crane is mounted on a Ford F450 truck purchased from Capital Ford in Raleigh, NC that enables 
Atkins to run two sets of wheels on skidders. 

Atkins says he typically uses it about three days a week on and off throughout the day. He puts 
large tires and rims on with the crane and is able to cut in swamps and wet areas when he needs 
to run two sets of wheels all the way around for floatation. Additionally, Atkins pulls engines with it 
on job sites when needed.
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“You name it I do it with 

the Venturo ET12KX crane,” 

said Atkins. “It handles 

exactly what I need it to 

do and performs great and 

Knapheide Truck Equipment 

was easy to work with to 

provide me with exactly 

the solution I needed. 

I have no complaints. ”
~ Mike Atkins

Owner, Mike Atkins & Sons Logging 



Results
“You name it I do it with the Venturo ET12KX crane,” said Atkins. 
“It handles exactly what I need it to do and performs great and 
Knapheide Truck Equipment was easy to work with to provide me 
with exactly the solution I needed. I have no complaints.” 

Atkins says he likes the three booms. He can slide one out manu-
ally and the other is powered. He also likes the safety features and 
finds it is very low maintenance. 
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“There is nothing to the maintenance,” Atkins said. “I keep the 

fluid checked and check the cable, but I mainly just run it. I have 
never had any problems. Two people I know have bought the 
Venturo ET12KX crane because I like it. I would recommend it to 
anyone.”
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